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towns of the vilayets, Damascus alone was connected by rail with
Beirut and Aleppo; but between Cairo and Jerusalem, Jerusalem
and Damascus, Damascus and Baghdad, Aleppo and Mosul, there
was as yet no conveyance more rapid than the horse-carriage and
the camel-caravan. This physical factor was, however, less an ob-
stacle to the national movement than the immoderate and un-
practical character of the Arab imagination was in the long run to
prove. Their aim of reconstituting an independent Arab kingdom
was inspired by the memory of the far-off Arab caliphate of history
and in its ambitious and unpractical flights bore little relation to the
hard facts of the present. Regarding the European Great Powers
only as interlopers to be kept at arm's length, the nationalists failed
to realize to what extent, in the impending dissolution of the
Ottoman Empire, their prospects of attaining self-government
would be determined, not by grandiose aspirations and Utopian
and wordy manifestoes, but by the relative amounts of material
pressure and influence which they and the interested Powers could
respectively bring to bear on the situation. National freedom
meant primarily to them, as members of leading Arab families,
access to positions of power and authority for which under the
Ottoman Empire they had to compete at a disadvantage with
Turkish aspirants. There is no evidcticc that the desirability of
improving the economic and social conditions of the poorer classes
of the population played at this stage any part in their programme;
indeed, since so large a proportion of them derived their wealth
from landed property, such a programme would, by inevitably
disturbing the present relation of tenant and landlord, have been
contrary to their interests.

In the uncertain interval between August and October 1914, in
which the Ottoman Empire was still neutral, the Arab nationalists
sought to exploit the situation to win guarantees of their inde-
pendence, but their tactics remained cautious. The Higher Com-
mittee of al-Fatat added to a resolution in favour of independence
the following reservation, In the event of European designs ap-
pearing to materialize, the society is bound to work on the side of
Turkey in order to resist foreign penetration of whatever kind or form.9
Similarly Aziz al-Misri? who was now living in Egypt, issued a